32                   THE MILITARY AEROPLANE
' since.  But never have the British units been out-
matched. The time when new types on both sides
may be expected to go into full squadron service is
approaching as these words are written. The secrets
of both sides are well kept and details of the new
machines will be slow in gaining currency, but
the names and characteristics of some are already
known. The Tornado fighter with its new Vulture
engine should have a speed of more than 400 m.p,h*
The modified Spitfire III should be not far behind
it.   The big four-engined  Stirling bomber and
the Botha reconnaissance landplane and torpedo-
bomber represent other aspects of the British effort
to maintain superiority in performance. There are
newer machines in prospect which must still remain
secret. Both sides are striving above all for speed.
The war in the air has shown that he who goes fastest
by day has the best chance of getting to his target,
and that even by night, he who goes fastest has the
best chance of escaping the guns and the inter-
cepting fighter. And since it is the bomber and not
the fighter which wins an air war, the bomber must
set the pace.